
The UNESCO Database of National Cultural Heritage Laws 
is the principal tool to inform Member States of national 
laws related to movable cultural heritage. It is an 
international gateway to nationallaws on the protection 
of cultural heritage. The UNESCO Database aims to protect 
cultural heritage by fighting against looting, theft, illegal 
export and import, illicit trafficking of cultural property, 
as weil as against other threats to cultural heritage. 

A pioneer initiative in this field, the Database: 
• publishes UNESCO Member States' laws on cultural 
heritage protection including laws that govern the 
movement of cultural objects 
• enables any individual or entity (i.e.: governments, 
customs officiais, dealers, organizations, lawyers, 
buyers, etc.) to access cultural heritage laws currently 
in force, as weil as relevant previous laws 
• allows for rapid consultation of relevant nationallaws 

History of the Database 
Approved by the UNESCO General Conference in 2003 
and officially launched in 2005 by the UNESCO 
Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return 
of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its 
Restitution in case of IIlicit Appropriation, as of the end 
of 2009 the Database contains more than 2000 laws from 
over 170 countries in 42 languages. 

•••• "INTERPOL welcomes the creatian of UNESCO's 
Database of National Cultural Heritage Laws and 
its user-friendly anline DCceSS. For the international 
law enforcement community, this dotabase 
constitutes an important and useful tool that helps 
speed up investigations on an internationallevel 
and make the international co-operation more 
effective. That ÎS why INTERPOL recommends ta 
its 187 member countries ta contribute ta UNESCQ's 
cultural heritage laws database and regularly 
update its information." 

KARL-H EINZ KIND, WORKS OF ART UNIT, 
INTERPOL GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

•••• ''The Worfd Customs Organization (WCQ) and 
UNESCO have been working together for many 
years in the fight against the trafficking of cultural 
property. The efforts made by UNESCO in 
developing the Oatabase of National Cultural 
Heritage Laws represent a signifieant step forward 
in raising publie awareness about the need to 
proteet our cultural heritage. The Oatabase iSJ 

moreover, a fundamental tool for customs and 
indeed afJ law enforeement agencies engaged in 
the fight against crime involving cultural property." i 

KU N10 M1KUR1YA, SECRETARY GENERAL, .! 
WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION -

UNESCO Database of National Cultural Heritage laws 
www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws 

United Nations 
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France 
tel: +33 (01) 45 6845 17 
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e-mail: natlawsdatabase@unesco.org 

The UNESCO Database and this brochure have been made possible through 

the generous financial support of the United States of America Department ofState. 
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UNESCO's Policies to Protect 
Cultural Heritage 

• Standard-setting activities concerning the preparation 
and implementation of international legal instruments 
and acting as Secretariat for these activities 
• Technical and scientific assistance and support for 
training and capacity-building 
• Policies to combat iIIicit trafficking and promote the 
return and restitution of cultural property 
• Technical assistance in conservation practices and 
promotion of museums as stewards of cultural 
heritage through collections management, exchange 
and outreach 
• Policies ta promote, educate and inlorm aimed 
at the general public, professionals and governments 

What Information is Stored 
in the Oatabase? 

• Nationallaws related to cultural heritage in general 
(in their original language, with an official or unofficial 
English translation, as specified) 
• Import/export procedures and model certificates 
(available on request) 
• Contact information for national authorities responsible 
for the protection of cultural heritage 
• Official cultural heritage web site addresses for 
countries that have provided nationallaws 

How to Search the Oatabase? 
Available free of charge on UNESCO's website, the 
Database is user-friendly and offers quick access to 
national cultural heritage laws. Simply follow these 
three steps: 

/ 
1. Choase the type of search 
Freesearch: Tosearch rapidlyfor 
one or more items of your 
choice (use "and/or" ta expand 
orlimitthesearch) 
Closed search: Tc search specifie 
fields: country, geographical 
region, keyword, theme, cate
gory 01 cultural heritage, type 01 
normative instrument, language, 
year, type 01 document, trans
lated document 
Combined search: Ta search 
using bath Iree and closed 
criteria together 

j 

2. Enter 
or select 
country, 
region and 
period 

3. aick on search 
Search results are dis
p"'ve!J in three coumns: 
country, year and title. 
Results are sorted by 
ascending alphabetical 
arder by State na me 
(country), by descen
ding arder by year 
(Iram the oldest ta the 
most recent) and by 
ascending alphabetical 
arder by document 
title (in the same coun
try and the same year). 

More detoiled instructions for searching 
the Database are available online in 
English, French, Sponish, Chinese and 
Russian. 


